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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgment is made of the amendment filed (date). Accordingly claims 
3,5,9,13,15,16, and 18 have been amended. Claims 1 and 2 have been cancelled. 

The indicated allowability of claims 3-26 is withdrawn in view of reference(s) to 
Gavin (4843788) and White (1100804). Rejections based on the reference(s) follow. 
Therefore this action is Non-Final. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 11, 16, and 26 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 1 1 - change "panels" to "panel"; 

Claim 16 - line 12 recites "an. adjacently positioned second cell", it is unclear 
whether this is the same adjacently positioned second cell as stated in lines 8-9. 
Examiner suggests changing line 12 to read "to the adjacently positioned second cell" 
for clarification. 

Claim 26 - there is lack of antecedent basis in the claim for the limitation "said 
upstanding panel". 

Appropriate correction is required., 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gavin 
et al (4843788). 

Regarding claim 16: Gavin discloses a prefabricated jail cell, comprising: 
a front panel (11; figure 1); 
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a rear panel (opposite the front panel; figure 2); 

two side panels (1 1 and opposite; figure 2) joining said front and rear panels; 

a roof panel (14) joining said front, rear, and side panels at their upper edges; 

wherein said jail cell includes first means (15 and 16) for connecting said front 
panel and one of said side panels at their juncture to an adjacently positioned second 
cell; 

wherein said jail cell includes a connecting plate (16; figures 1 and 3) for 
connecting said rear panel and one of said side panels at their juncture to an adjacently 
positioned second cell. 

Regarding claim 17: The jail cell of claim 16, wherein each said panel includes a 
plurality of "C" channel shaped vertical support members to provide reinforcement (22, 
as seen in figure 2 where 22 surrounds the panel in a "C" shaped manner). 

Claims 3-7, 9-15, 18-22, 24 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by H.E. White (1 1 00804). . 

Regarding claim 1: White discloses a prefabricated jail cell, comprising: 

a front panel; 

a rear panel; 

two side panels joining said front and rear panels (Col. 1, lines 35-37 and Col. 2, 
lines 71-73); 

a roof panel (figure 1, the top panel) joining said front, rear and side panels at 
their upper edges; 
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wherein said jail cell includes first means (20) for connecting said front panel and 
one of said side panels at their juncture to an adjacently positioned second cell; 

wherein said jail cell includes second means (15) for connecting said rear panel 
and one of said side panels at their juncture to an adjacently positioned second cell; 

wherein said cell includes an additional first means located on a side opposite 
from said other first means to enable said front panel to connect to an adjacently 
located third cell, and wherein said cell includes an additional second means located on 
a side opposite from said other second means to enable said rear panel to connect to 
an adjacently located third cell (where White discloses in Col. 4 starting at line 91 that 
the jail cells are in rows and figure 1 shows that the two opposite sides of the cell are 
configured with connecting means for connecting to adjacent cells); and 

wherein said first means comprises a front panel extension portion (20) 
extending laterally outward from said front panel and a side panel support member 
(figure 6 where 5 receives 25) spaced from said front panel extension portion and 
defining a slot positioned proximal to said extension portion and capable of receiving an 
interlock plate for connecting said first means to an adjacently positioned cell, 

Regarding claim 4: The jail cell of claim 3, wherein said second means 
comprises a connecting plate (15 is a connecting plate). 

Regarding claim 5: The jail cell of claim 4, wherein said jail cell is configured to 
be attached to a plurality of other identical cells and said roof panel includes two parallel 
walls spaced from one another such that one of said walls serves as a floor for a 
superiorly positioned cell (figure 1). 
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Regarding claim 6: The jail cell of claim 5, wherein said front panel Is double 
walled (figure 1 and Col. 1, lines 46-47). 

Regarding claim 7: The jail cell of claim6, wherein each said panel includes a 
plurality of "C" channel shaped vertical support members (as best seen in figure 10, 
where each panel includes "C" shaped members) to provide reinforcement. 

Regarding claim 9: White discloses a prefabricated jail cell, comprising: 

a front panel; 

a rear panel; 

two side panels joining said front and rear panels (Col. 1, lines 35-37 and Col. 2, 
lines 71-73); 

a roof panel (figui-e 1 , the top panel) joining said front, rear and side panels at 
their upper edges; 

wherein said jail cell Includes first means (20) for connecting said front panel and 
one of said side panels at their juncture to an adjacently positioned second cell; 

wherein said jail cell includes second means (15) for connecting said rear panel 
and one of said side panels at their juncture to an adjacently positioned second cell; and 

t 

wherein said first means comprises a front panel extension portion (20) 
extending laterally outward from said front panel and a side panel support member 
(figure 6 where 5 receives 25) spaced from said front panel extension portion and 
defining a slot positioned proximal to said extension portion and capable of receiving an . 
interlock plate for connecting said first means to an adjacently positioned cell. 
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Regarding claim 10: The jail cell of claim 9, wherein said second means 
comprises a connecting plate (15 is a connecting plate). 

Regarding claim 1 1 : The jail cell of claim 10, wherein said roof and front panel 
are double walled (figure 1 and Col. 1, lines 46-47). 

Regarding claims 12 and 14: The jail cell of claims 9 and 11, wherein each said 
panel includes a plurality of "C" shaped vertical support members (as best seen in figure 
10, where each panel includes "C" shaped members) to provide reinforcement. 

Regarding claims 13 and 15: The jail cell of claims 12 and 14, wherein said jail 
cell is configured to be attached to a plurality of other identical cells and said roof panel 
includes two parallel walls spaced from one another such that one of said walls serves 
as a floor for a superiorly positioned cell (figure 1). 

Regarding claim 18: White discloses a prefabricated jail cell, comprising: 

a front panel; 

a rear panel; 

two side panels joining said front and rear panels (Col. 1 , lines 35-37 and Col. 2, 
lines 71-73); 

a roof panel (figure 1 , the top panel) joining said front, rear and side panels at 
their upper edges; 

wherein said jail cell includes first means (20) for connecting said front panel and 
one of said side panels at their juncture to an adjacently positioned second cell; 

wherein said jail cell includes second means (15) for connecting said rear panel 
and one of said side panels at their juncture to an adjacently positioned second cell; and 
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wherein said jail cell is configured to be attached to a plurality of other identical 
cells and said roof panel includes two parallel walls (the bottom being the ceiling of the 
lower cell and the top being the floor of the upper cell) spaced from one another such 
that one of said walls serves as a floor for a superiorly positioned cell. 

Regarding claim 19: The jail cell of claim 18, wherein each said panel includes a 
plurality of "C" channel shaped vertical support members (13 and 14) to provide 
reinforcement. 

Regarding claim 20: White discloses a system of connected prefabricated jail 
cells, comprising: 

a first cell, comprising: 

a front panel; 

a rear panel; 

two side panels joining said front and rear panels (Col. 1 , lines 35-37 and 
Col. 2, lines 71-73); 

a roof panel (figure 1 , the top panel) joining said front, rear and side 
panels at their upper edges; 

wherein said first jail cell includes first means (20) for connecting said front 
panel and one of said side panels at their juncture to an adjacently positioned cell; and 

wherein said first jail cell includes second means (15) for connecting said 
rear panel and one of said side panels at their juncture to an adjacently positioned cell; 

a second cell positioned adjacent to said first cell and connected thereto through 
said first means (figure 4; Col. 1, lines 28-30 and Col. 4, lines 91-98); 
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a third cell positioned adjacent to said first cell on an opposite side from said 
second cell and connected to said front panel of said first cell (figure 4; Col. 1 , lines 28- 
30 and Col. 4, lines 91-98); 

a fourth cell positioned above said first cell and attached thereto, wherein said 
roof of said fist cell serves as a floor of said fourth cell (figure 1); and, 

wherein each said cell has an identical structure (where each cell is comprised of 
the wall panels having front, rear and side panels). 

Regarding claim 21 : The jail cell of claim 20, wherein each said roof and front 
panels are double walled (figure 1 and Col. 1, lines 46-47). 

Regarding claims 22 and 24: The jail cell of claims 20 and 21 , wherein each said 
panel includes a plurality of "C" shaped vertical support members (as best seen in figure 
10, where each panel includes "C" shaped members) to provide reinforcement. 

Regarding claim 26: White discloses a prefabricated jail cell, comprising: 

a front panel; 

a rear panel; 

two side panels joining said front and rear panels (Col. 1, lines 35-37 and Col. 2, 
jines 71-73); 

a roof panel (figure 1, the top panel) joining said front, rear and side panels at 
their upper edges; 

wherein said jail cell includes a front panel extension portion (20 near 21) 
extending laterally outward from said front panel and a side panel support member (13 
at the bottom) spaced from said front panel extension portion and defining a slot (14) 
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positioned proximal to said extension portion and adapted to receive an interlock plate 
from an adjacently positioned cell; 

wherein each said side panel includes a wall surface and a "C" shaped side 
panel support member (29), where the connection is a "C" shaped) having an exterior 
surface affixed to said side panel and having a portion extending beyond said wail 
surface (figure 8) to provide a supporting surface to an end of said rear panel (figure 8); 
and 

wherein each said upstanding panel includes a "C" channel lateral support 
member (Z, figure 1 see reference drawing) at their upper edges affixed to said roof 
panel for supporting said same. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

. (a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8, 23 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over H.E.White (1100804). 

Regarding claims 8, 23 and 25: White discloses the jail cell of claims 22 and 24. 
but does not expressly disclose that each said front panel includes an entranceway. 
However White does disclose a balcony extending off of the front panel where guards 
would walk and White further discloses that the rear of the cells is for utilities (Col. 4, 
lines 91-117). Therefore since it is obvious and known that a jail cell would have an 
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entrance, and in view of White's disclosure, it appears the jail cell of While has an 
entrance at the front panel. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jessica Laux whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8228. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30am to 
4:00pm (est). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Naoko Slack can be reached on 571-272-6848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300, 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




1,100,804. 



,fl. E. WHITE. 
BOILDINQ 0ON8TRO0TI0N, 
APFLIOATIOH IIIiED 8EFI. 23, 1909. 



WITNCSSeS 



Patented June 23, 1914. 

3 BEEET9-«HEET 1. 




INVENTOR 



1/4/2007, EAST Version: 2.0.3.0 



